
Draft Iowa State Rail 
Plan

June 8

2016



Contents 
Executive Summary

Chapter 1: Role of Rail in Statewide Transportation

1.1 Introduction  1-2

1.2 Iowa’s Goals for its Multimodal Transportation System  1-2

1.3 Rail Transportation’s Role within the Iowa Transportation 
System  1-3

1.4 Institutional Structure of Iowa’s State Rail Program  1-5

1.5 Iowa’s Authority to Conduct Rail Planning and 
Investment  1-10

1.6 Summary of Freight and Passenger Rail Services in 
Iowa  1-11

Chapter 2: Iowa’s Existing Rail System

2.1 Existing Iowa Rail System: Description and Inventory  2-2

2.2 Trends and Forecasts  2-47

2.3 Rail Service Needs and Opportunities  2-74

Chapter 3: Proposed Passenger Rail Improvements and Investments

3.1 Introduction  3-2

3.2 Improvements to Existing Intercity Services  3-3

3.3 Proposed New Intercity Services  3-4

3.3 Proposed Commuter Rail Services  3-14

3.4 Proposed Special Event Trains and Tourist Excursion 
Trains   3-23

3.5 iTRAM Ridership Forecasting Model  3-25

Chapter 4: Proposed Freight Rail Improvements and Investments

4.1 Introduction  4-2

4.2 Class I Railroad Improvements  4-2

4.3 Class II and Class III Railroads Past and Planned 
Improvements  4-8

4.4 Other Past and Planned Improvements  4-9

4.5 Improvements to Intermodal Connections  4-10

4.6 Highway-Rail Crossing and Safety Improvements   4-10

4.7 RRLG Projects  4-11



4.8 LIFTS Projects  4-14

4.9 Concepts from Stakeholder Outreach  4-15

4.10 iTRAM Travel Demand Model Summary  4-16

Chapter 5: Iowa’s Rail Service and Investment Program

5.1 Introduction  5-2

5.2 Iowa’s Vision, Goals, and Objectives  5-2

5.3 Program Coordination  5-4

5.4 Rail Agencies  5-5

5.5 Intended Program Effects  5-5

5.6 Rail Project Impact and Financing Analysis  5-6

5.7 Rail Studies and Reports  5-8

5.8 Passenger and Freight Rail Capital Program  5-9

5.9 Rail Funding Shortfall  5-25

Chapter 6: Coordination and Review

6.1 Introduction  6-2

6.2 Stakeholder Engagement  6-2

6.3 Input Received from the Stakeholder Engagement 
Process  6-5

6.4 Consideration of Recommendations Identified During the 
Freight and Rail Plan Process  6-8

6.5 State Rail Planning Coordination  6-9

Appendices

Appendix A – Profile of Iowa’s Railroad Network 

 Appendix B – Iowa Crude Oil and Biofuels Rail Transportation 
Study Executive Summary 

Appendix C – Economic Impacts 

Appendix D – Commodity Movements  

Appendix E – Iowa Highway-Railroad Grade Crossing Safety 
Program, Surface Repair Program, and Grade Crossing 
Improvement Projects, 2015-2017  

Appendix F – Outreach Elements and Comments  



(Image 
placehold-
er or color 

box)

Draft Iowa State Rail 
Plan
Executive Summary



1

  Iowa State Rail Plan  |  Executive Summary  | 

Executive Summary

Executive Summary will be completed in June 2016, after project outreach is completed.

hdrinc.com

Version #






